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As We Gather

“Why are you troubled, and why do doubts arise in your hearts?” (Luke
24:38). These are questions our risen Lord and Savior Jesus Christ asked of
His disciples in another resurrection appearance after that first Easter morning.
They are questions that could also be asked of us numerous times in our daily
lives as we face trouble and doubts. Yet as Jesus kept on appearing, He kept
on showing them Himself, and more than that, He continued to teach and
remind them that all that was written was fulfilled in and through Him.
Though we cannot physically touch His hands and side, each time we gather,
Jesus continues to speak to us, affirming His work, the Word fulfilled, and the
worth of humanity for whom He came. Amid troubles and doubts, through
Christ, we can “see what kind of love the Father has given to us” (1 John 3:1).

The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism.

Invocation

In the name of the Father and of the *}+ Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

Versicles
In the morning, O Lord, You hear my voice;
in the morning I prepare a sacrifice for You and watch.
My mouth is filled with Your praise,
and with Your glory all the day.
O Lord, open my lips,
and my mouth will declare Your praise.
Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit;
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen.

Reading Acts 3:11-21
""While [the lame man who was now healed] clung to Peter and John, all the
people ran together to them in the portico called Solomon’s, astounded. '*And
when Peter saw it he addressed the people: “Men of Israel, why do you
wonder at this, or why do you stare at us, as though by our own power or piety
we have made him walk? *The God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the
God of Jacob, the God of our fathers, glorified his servant Jesus, whom you



delivered over and denied in the presence of Pilate, when he had decided to
release him. “But you denied the Holy and Righteous One, and asked for a
murderer to be granted to you, '"and you killed the Author of life, whom God
raised from the dead. To this we are witnesses. '®And his name—by faith in
his name—has made this man strong whom you see and know, and the faith
that is through Jesus has given the man this perfect health in the presence of
you all.

17« And now, brothers, I know that you acted in ignorance, as did also your
rulers. "*But what God foretold by the mouth of all the prophets, that his Christ
would suffer, he thus fulfilled. "Repent therefore, and turn again, that your
sins may be blotted out, *°that times of refreshing may come from the presence
of the Lord, and that he may send the Christ appointed for you, Jesus, 2'whom
heaven must receive until the time for restoring all the things about which God
spoke by the mouth of his holy prophets long ago.”

Peter preaches salvation through Christ.

Reading 1 John 3:1-7
'See what kind of love the Father has given to us, that we should be called
children of God; and so we are. The reason why the world does not know us is
that it did not know him. ?Beloved, we are God’s children now, and what we

will be has not yet appeared; but we know that when he appears we shall be
like him, because we shall see him as he is. *And everyone who thus hopes in
him purifies himself as he is pure.

*Everyone who makes a practice of sinning also practices lawlessness; sin is
lawlessness. Y ou know that he appeared to take away sins, and in him there is
no sin. °No one who abides in him keeps on sinning; no one who keeps on
sinning has either seen him or known him. "Little children, let no one deceive

you. Whoever practices righteousness is righteous, as he is righteous.
We are God’s children now.

Reading Luke 24:36—49

3°As they were talking about these things, Jesus himself stood among them,
and said to them, “Peace to you!” *’But they were startled and frightened and
thought they saw a spirit. ** And he said to them, “Why are you troubled, and
why do doubts arise in your hearts? **See my hands and my feet, that it is I
myself. Touch me, and see. For a spirit does not have flesh and bones as you
see that I have.” **And when he had said this, he showed them his hands and
his feet. ' And while they still disbelieved for joy and were marveling, he said
to them, “Have you anything here to eat?” **They gave him a piece of broiled
fish, ¥*and he took it and ate before them.

*Then he said to them, “These are my words that I spoke to you while I was
still with you, that everything written about me in the Law of Moses and the



Prophets and the Psalms must be fulfilled.” “*Then he opened their minds to
understand the Scriptures, “°and said to them, “Thus it is written, that the
Christ should suffer and on the third day rise from the dead, “’and that
repentance and forgiveness of sins should be proclaimed in his name to all
nations, beginning from Jerusalem. **You are witnesses of these things. “*And
behold, I am sending the promise of my Father upon you. But stay in the city
until you are clothed with power from on high.”

Amid disciples’ doubts, the resurrected Christ affirms the fulfillment of God’s Word.

Final Reading Response LSB 238

(P)

In many and various ways, God spoke to His people of old by the
prophets.

But now in these last days, He has spoken to us by His Son.

Apostles’ Creed

I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth.

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by
the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius
Pilate, was crucified, died and was buried. He descended into hell.
The third day He rose again from the dead. He ascended into heaven
and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. From thence
He will come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the
communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the
body, and the life -+ everlasting. Amen.

Koine Worship Song - Grant Peace, We Pray, In Mercy, Lord

Sermon Rev. Don Coulter
Time of Prayer
Lord’s Prayer
[P} Taught by our Lord and trusting His promises, we are bold to pray:

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom
come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; give us this day
our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those
who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver
us from evil.

For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and
ever. Amen.



Prayer of the Day
O God, through the humiliation of Your Son You raised up the fallen world.
Grant to Your faithful people, rescued from the peril of everlasting death,
perpetual gladness and eternal joys; through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives
and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.

In the morning
Almighty God, merciful Father, who created and completed all things, on this
day when the work of our calling begins anew, we implore You to create its
beginning, direct its continuance, and bless its end, that our doings may be
preserved from sin, our life sanctified, and our work this day be well pleasing
to You; through Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen.

Luther’s Morning Prayer
I thank You, my heavenly Father, through Jesus Christ, Your dear Son,
that You have kept me this night from all harm and danger; and I pray
that You would keep me this day also from sin and every evil, that all my
doings and life may please You. For into Your hands I commend myself,
my body and soul, and all things. Let Your holy angel be with me, that the
evil foe may have no power over me. Amen.

Benedicamus
Let us bless the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Stewardship Sentence

1 John 3:2 — “Beloved, we are God’s children now, and what we will be has not yet
appeared,; but we know that when he appears we shall be like him, because we shall
see him as he is.” The essence of our sanctification is becoming like our Lord. As St.
John notes, this will only be completed in the Resurrection. In the meantime, we
strive toward that goal because we want to walk in the footsteps of our Lord. By His
grace we share His destiny in eternal life, and therefore we desire to share His life of
service now.

Lectionary Summary for Next Week - April 25, 2021

Isaiah 52:7-10; 2 Timothy 4:5-18; Mark 16:14-20

St. Mark, Evangelist

The Lord sends His messengers out “as lambs in the midst of wolves” bearing the
message, “‘Peace be to this house” (Luke 10:3-5). St. Mark does “the work of an
evangelist” (2 Tim. 4:5) and “publishes peace’ (Is. 52:7). He is remembered as the
lion-hearted evangelist, depicted with his fellow evangelists as the four living
creatures of Ezekiel 1 and Revelation 4. The evangelist is often identified with John



Mark of Acts and the cousin of Barnabas, with whom he worked in Cyprus to
“proclaim the gospel to the whole creation” (Mark 16:15). Despite their earlier
differences, Mark was reconciled with St. Paul, who considered him “very useful ...
for ministry” (2 Tim. 4:11). Later he worked in Rome (1 Peter 5:13), where tradition
has it that he wrote his Gospel from St. Peter’s sermons before founding the church
in Alexandria and facing a martyr’s death.
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