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As We Gather
We hear John the Baptist coming to prepare the way for the Lord, whose
earthly birth we are preparing to celebrate and whose coming again on the Last
Day is the promise of resurrection and eternal life for all who believe. Between
our coming to faith and His coming again, we are called to lives of faith that
continue to rejoice, to pray, and to give thanks in every circumstance. We can
do that because we have come to the light of our salvation and hope of eternal
life. Now certainly it’s easier to rejoice, pray, and give thanks when things are
going well. It’s another thing when we suffer illness or persecution, the
reverses, challenges, and disappointments of life. Nevertheless, the Spirit of
Christ seeks to enable us to do just that—to rejoice always, to pray always, and
to give thanks to God always in all circumstances. This is holy living,
constantly keeping the eyes of faith on the sure and certain Word and promises
of God for His people, the God who blesses, keeps, comforts, and strengthens
us every day. We rejoice with the psalmist, saying, “This is the day that the
Lord has made; let us rejoice and be glad in it” (Psalm 118:24).
The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism.

Invocation
In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

Versicles
In the morning, O Lord, You hear my voice;
in the morning I prepare a sacrifice for You and watch.
My mouth is filled with Your praise,
and with Your glory all the day.
O Lord, open my lips,
and my mouth will declare Your praise.
Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit;
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen.

Reading

Isaiah 61:1–4, 8–11

1

The Spirit of the Lord GOD is upon me,
because the LORD has anointed me
to bring good news to the poor;
he has sent me to bind up the brokenhearted,
to proclaim liberty to the captives,
and the opening of the prison to those who are bound;
2
to proclaim the year of the LORD’s favor,
and the day of vengeance of our God;
to comfort all who mourn;
3
to grant to those who mourn in Zion—
to give them a beautiful headdress instead of ashes,
the oil of gladness instead of mourning,
the garment of praise instead of a faint spirit;
that they may be called oaks of righteousness,
the planting of the LORD, that he may be glorified.
4
They shall build up the ancient ruins;
they shall raise up the former devastations;
they shall repair the ruined cities,
the devastations of many generations. . . .
8
For I the LORD love justice;
I hate robbery and wrong;
I will faithfully give them their recompense,
and I will make an everlasting covenant with them.
9
Their offspring shall be known among the nations,
and their descendants in the midst of the peoples;
all who see them shall acknowledge them,
that they are an offspring the LORD has blessed.
10
I will greatly rejoice in the LORD;
my soul shall exult in my God,
for he has clothed me with the garments of salvation;
he has covered me with the robe of righteousness,
as a bridegroom decks himself like a priest with a beautiful headdress,
and as a bride adorns herself with her jewels.
11
For as the earth brings forth its sprouts,
and as a garden causes what is sown in it to sprout up,
so the Lord GOD will cause righteousness and praise
to sprout up before all the nations.
The year of the Lord's favor.

Reading

1 Thessalonians 5:16–24

16

17

18

Rejoice always, pray without ceasing, give thanks in all circumstances;
for this is the will of God in Christ Jesus for you. 19Do not quench the Spirit.
20
Do not despise prophecies, 21but test everything; hold fast what is good.
22
Abstain from every form of evil.
23
Now may the God of peace himself sanctify you completely, and may
your whole spirit and soul and body be kept blameless at the coming of our
Lord Jesus Christ. 24He who calls you is faithful; he will surely do it.
Rejoice Always!

Reading

John 1:6–8, 19–28

6

7

There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. He came as a
witness, to bear witness about the light, that all might believe through him. 8He
was not the light, but came to bear witness about the light. . . .
19
This is the testimony of John, when the Jews sent priests and Levites from
Jerusalem to ask him, “Who are you?” 20He confessed, and did not deny, but
confessed, “I am not the Christ.” 21And they asked him, “What then? Are you
Elijah?” He said, “I am not.” “Are you the Prophet?” And he answered, “No.”
22
So they said to him, “Who are you? We need to give an answer to those who
sent us. What do you say about yourself?” 23He said, “I am the voice of one
crying out in the wilderness, ‘Make straight the way of the Lord,’ as the
prophet Isaiah said.”
24
(Now they had been sent from the Pharisees.) 25They asked him, “Then
why are you baptizing, if you are neither the Christ, nor Elijah, nor the
Prophet?” 26John answered them, “I baptize with water, but among you stands
one you do not know, 27even he who comes after me, the strap of whose sandal
I am not worthy to untie.” 28These things took place in Bethany across the
Jordan, where John was baptizing.
The testimony of John the Baptist

Final Reading Response
L
C
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In many and various ways, God spoke to His people of old by the
prophets.
But now in these last days, He has spoken to us by His Son.

Nicene Creed
C

I believe in one God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and
earth and of all things visible and invisible.
And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of God,
begotten of His Father before all worlds, God of God, Light of Light,
very God of very God, begotten, not made, being of one substance
with the Father, by whom all things were made; who for us men and

for our salvation came down from heaven and was incarnate by the
Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary and was made man; and was crucified
also for us under Pontius Pilate. He suffered and was buried. And the
third day He rose again according to the Scriptures and ascended
into heaven and sits at the right hand of the Father. And He will
come again with glory to judge both the living and the dead, whose
kingdom will have no end.
And I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and giver of life, who
proceeds from the Father and the Son, who with the Father and the
Son together is worshiped and glorified, who spoke by the prophets.
And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church, I
acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, and I look for the
resurrection of the dead and the life T of the world to come. Amen.

Koine Worship Song - Comfort, Comfort, Ye My People
Sermon

Rev. Don Coulter

Lord’s Prayer
P
C

Lord, remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to pray:
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom
come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; give us this day
our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those
who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver
us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and
ever. Amen.

Prayer of the Day
Lord Jesus Christ, we implore You to hear our prayers and to lighten the
darkness of our hearts by Your gracious visitation; for You live and reign with
the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.

In the morning
Almighty God, merciful Father, who created and completed all things, on this
day when the work of our calling begins anew, we implore You to create its
beginning, direct its continuance, and bless its end, that our doings may be
preserved from sin, our life sanctified, and our work this day be well pleasing
to You; through Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen.

Luther’s Morning Prayer
I thank You, my heavenly Father, through Jesus Christ, Your dear Son,
that You have kept me this night from all harm and danger; and I pray
that You would keep me this day also from sin and every evil, that all my
doings and life may please You. For into Your hands I commend myself,
my body and soul, and all things. Let Your holy angel be with me, that the
evil foe may have no power over me. Amen.

Benedicamus
Let us bless the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
Then go joyfully to your work.

Stewardship Sentence
1 Thessalonians 5:18 – “Give thanks in all circumstances; for this is the will of God
in Christ Jesus for you.” Christians express their thanks to God in many ways: in
prayer, in giving to the Lord’s work, in acts of service to others, and in faithful living
in their daily callings. Everything we do to honor God in our lives is a means of
returning thanks for the Lord’s many gifts to us.

Lectionary Summary for Next Week - December 20, 2020
2 Samuel 7:1–11, 16; Romans 16:25–27; Luke 1:26–38
The Lord Builds a House for David: Jesus Christ Who Comes in the Flesh
When King David “lived in his house and the Lord had given him rest from all his
surrounding enemies,” he piously supposed that he would build a house for God (2
Sam. 7:1–2). But the Lord would turn it around: He would establish a house for
David and an everlasting throne. This He has done not only for David, but also for
all His people, in the Son of David, Jesus Christ, “conceived by the Holy Spirit, born
of the Virgin Mary” (Apostles’ Creed). That holy child, the incarnate “Son of the
Most High,” receives “the throne of his father David” and begins to reign “over the
house of Jacob forever” (Luke 1:32–33). Having given Himself as a sacrifice for
the sins of the world, His body is the true and eternal temple of God in which His
people have their own place of peace and rest. That is “the mystery that was kept
secret for long ages” but is now “made known to all nations, according to the
command of the eternal God” in order that we may have faith and life in Christ
(Rom. 16:25–26).
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