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As We Gather
“In the sight of God” 1s a phrase used throughout Scripture. It reminds us of
God’s unceasing care and concern for His creation. In Proverbs: “Let not
steadfast love and faithfulness forsake you; bind them around your neck; write
them on the tablet of your heart. So you will find favor and good success in the
sight of God and man” (Proverbs 3:3—4). All our life is in God’s amazingly
loving sight as He watches over all His creation and especially over people.
Out of love for Christ and one another, we can strive to see others around us in
the same way that God sees them.

The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism.

Invocation

In the name of the Father and of the *}+ Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

Versicles
In the morning, O Lord, You hear my voice;
in the morning I prepare a sacrifice for You and watch.
My mouth is filled with Your praise,
and with Your glory all the day.
O Lord, open my lips,
and my mouth will declare Your praise.
Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit;
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen.

Reading Acts 10:34-48
3*Peter opened his mouth and said: “Truly I understand that God shows no

partiality, °but in every nation anyone who fears him and does what is right is
acceptable to him. *°As for the word that he sent to Israel, preaching good
news of peace through Jesus Christ (he is Lord of all), *’you yourselves know
what happened throughout all Judea, beginning from Galilee after the baptism
that John proclaimed: **how God anointed Jesus of Nazareth with the Holy
Spirit and with power. He went about doing good and healing all who were
oppressed by the devil, for God was with him. **And we are witnesses of all



that he did both in the country of the Jews and in Jerusalem. They put him to
death by hanging him on a tree, “°but God raised him on the third day and
made him to appear, *'not to all the people but to us who had been chosen by
God as witnesses, who ate and drank with him after he rose from the dead.
*2And he commanded us to preach to the people and to testify that he is the
one appointed by God to be judge of the living and the dead. “*To him all the
prophets bear witness that everyone who believes in him receives forgiveness
of sins through his name.”

*While Peter was still saying these things, the Holy Spirit fell on all who
heard the word. And the believers from among the circumcised who had
come with Peter were amazed, because the gift of the Holy Spirit was poured
out even on the Gentiles. “’For they were hearing them speaking in tongues
and extolling God. Then Peter declared, “’“Can anyone withhold water for
baptizing these people, who have received the Holy Spirit just as we have?”
*And he commanded them to be baptized in the name of Jesus Christ. Then

they asked him to remain for some days.
People from every nation are accepted by God.

Reading 1 John 5:1-8

"Everyone who believes that Jesus is the Christ has been born of God, and
everyone who loves the Father loves whoever has been born of him. ?By this
we know that we love the children of God, when we love God and obey his
commandments. *For this is the love of God, that we keep his commandments.
And his commandments are not burdensome. *For everyone who has been
born of God overcomes the world. And this is the victory that has overcome
the world—our faith. Who is it that overcomes the world except the one who
believes that Jesus is the Son of God?

SThis is he who came by water and blood—Jesus Christ; not by the water
only but by the water and the blood. And the Spirit is the one who testifies,
because the Spirit is the truth. "For there are three that testify: ®the Spirit and

the water and the blood; and these three agree.
The victory of Christ overcomes the world.

Reading John 15:9-17
[Jesus said:] “As the Father has loved me, so have I loved you. Abide in my
love. °If you keep my commandments, you will abide in my love, just as I
have kept my Father’s commandments and abide in his love. !'These things I
have spoken to you, that my joy may be in you, and that your joy may be full.
12¢This is my commandment, that you love one another as I have loved you.
BGreater love has no one than this, that someone lays down his life for his
friends. '*You are my friends if you do what I command you. '"No longer do I
call you servants, for the servant does not know what his master is doing; but |



have called you friends, for all that I have heard from my Father I have made
known to you. '*You did not choose me, but I chose you and appointed you
that you should go and bear fruit and that your fruit should abide, so that
whatever you ask the Father in my name, he may give it to you. '"These things

I command you, so that you will love one another.”
Obeying Christ’s commands and remaining in His love

Final Reading Response LSB 238
P) In many and various ways, God spoke to His people of old by the
prophets.

But now in these last days, He has spoken to us by His Son.

The First Article Creation
I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth.

What does this mean?

I believe that God has made me and all creatures; that He has given me my
body and soul, eyes, ears, and all my members, my reason and all my senses,
and still takes care of them.

He also gives me clothing and shoes, food and drink, house and home, wife
and children, land, animals, and all I have. He richly and daily provides me
with all that I need to support this body and life.

He defends me against all danger and guards and protects me from all evil. All
this He does only out of fatherly, divine goodness and mercy, without any
merit or worthiness in me. For all this it is my duty to thank and praise, serve
and obey Him.

This is most certainly true.
Koine Worship Song - Lord, Keep Us Steadfast in Your Word
Sermon Rev. Don Coulter

Lord’s Prayer

P) Lord, remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to pray:

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom
come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; give us this day
our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those
who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver
us from evil.



For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and
ever. Amen.

Prayer of the Day
O God, the giver of all that is good, by Your holy inspiration grant that we
may think those things that are right and by Your merciful guiding accomplish
them; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with
You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.

In the morning
Almighty God, merciful Father, who created and completed all things, on this
day when the work of our calling begins anew, we implore You to create its
beginning, direct its continuance, and bless its end, that our doings may be
preserved from sin, our life sanctified, and our work this day be well pleasing
to You; through Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen.

Luther’s Morning Prayer
I thank You, my heavenly Father, through Jesus Christ, Your dear Son,
that You have kept me this night from all harm and danger; and I pray
that You would keep me this day also from sin and every evil, that all my
doings and life may please You. For into Your hands I commend myself,
my body and soul, and all things. Let Your holy angel be with me, that the
evil foe may have no power over me. Amen.

Benedicamus
Let us bless the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Then go joyfully to your work.

Stewardship Sentence

1 John 5:3 — “For this is the love of God, that we keep his commandments. And his
commandments are not burdensome.” God’s commandments are not burdensome.
That’s only true for Christians precisely because we know that we are not saved by
our keeping of the Law. We are saved by grace. Therefore, we are set free by grace
to walk in newness of life, to grow in faithfulness, and to rejoice in the Law of the
Lord. The love of God is that we keep His commandments.

Lectionary Summary for Next Week - May 16, 2021
Acts 1:12-26; 1 John 5:9-15; John 17:11b-19
Our Great High Priest Preserves Us in the Name of His Father



On the eve of His Passion, Christ Jesus intercedes for the disciples as their merciful
and great High Priest. He prays that His Father would protect them ‘’from the evil
one” and preserve them in His name (John 17:11-12, 15). Along with His prayer,
Christ Himself comes to the Father by His self-sacrifice upon the cross, thereby
consecrating Himself for the sake of His disciples, “that they also may be sanctified
in truth” (John 17:19). To that same end, He speaks to them in the world and gives
them His Father’s Word, that is, Himself. His apostles, in turn, have written these
things “fo you who believe in the name of the Son of God, that you may know that
you have eternal life” (1 John 5:13). For “this life is in his Son,” whom He has
given by His Word, and “whoever has the Son has life” (1 John 5:11-12). By this
apostolic testimony, disciples are gathered together “with one accord,” as one Body
in Christ, “devoting themselves to prayer’ and waiting upon the Lord in “the upper
room’” of His Church on earth (Acts 1:13—-14).
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