Service of Daily Prayer
Resurrection Sunday
Athens Lutheran Church - Athens, TN
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Return and See
As We Gather
Though Christmas may be our favorite, Paul reminds us that Easter is of “first
importance.” If Christ had not arisen, our hope would be still locked in the
tomb. Because He is risen, just as He said, we have hope of our own
resurrection from the dead and look forward to the life everlasting, which
death cannot touch. We come here today not simply to remember an event but
to rejoice in the future made possible for us because of what happened. Before
the world we confess that Jesus’ resurrection is not a hope but a fact witnessed
by more than five hundred and on that fact God has built a future for us—one
we anticipate now even as we wait to see it fulfilled.
The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism.

Invocation
In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.
P Alleluia! Christ is risen!
C He is risen indeed! Alleluia!

Versicles
In the morning, O Lord, You hear my voice;
in the morning I prepare a sacrifice for You and watch.
My mouth is filled with Your praise,
and with Your glory all the day.
O Lord, open my lips,
and my mouth will declare Your praise.
Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit;
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen.

Reading

Isaiah 25:6–9

Reading

1 Corinthians 15:1–11

Reading

Matthew 28:1–10

Final Reading Response
P
C
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In many and various ways, God spoke to His people of old by the
prophets.
But now in these last days, He has spoken to us by His Son.

Nicene Creed
C

I believe in one God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and
earth and of all things visible and invisible.
And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of God,
begotten of His Father before all worlds, God of God, Light of Light,
very God of very God, begotten, not made, being of one substance
with the Father, by whom all things were made; who for us men and
for our salvation came down from heaven and was incarnate by the
Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary and was made man; and was crucified
also for us under Pontius Pilate. He suffered and was buried. And the
third day He rose again according to the Scriptures and ascended
into heaven and sits at the right hand of the Father. And He will
come again with glory to judge both the living and the dead, whose
kingdom will have no end.
And I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and giver of life, who
proceeds from the Father and the Son, who with the Father and the
Son together is worshiped and glorified, who spoke by the prophets.
And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church, I
acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, and I look for the
resurrection of the dead and the life T of the world to come. Amen.

Koine Worship Song - From All that Dwell below the Skies
Sermon

Rev. Don Coulter

Time of Prayer
Lord’s Prayer
P
C

Taught by our Lord and trusting His promises, we are bold to pray:
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom
come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; give us this day
our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those
who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver
us from evil.

For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and
ever. Amen.

Prayer of the Day
Almighty God the Father, through Your only-begotten Son, Jesus Christ, You
have overcome death and opened the gate of everlasting life to us. Grant that
we, who celebrate with joy the day of our Lord’s resurrection, may be raised
from the death of sin by Your life-giving Spirit; through Jesus Christ, our
Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and
forever. Amen.

In the morning
Almighty God, merciful Father, who created and completed all things, on this
day when the work of our calling begins anew, we implore You to create its
beginning, direct its continuance, and bless its end, that our doings may be
preserved from sin, our life sanctified, and our work this day be well pleasing
to You; through Jesus Christ, our Lord.
Amen.

Luther’s Morning Prayer
I thank You, my heavenly Father, through Jesus Christ, Your dear Son,
that You have kept me this night from all harm and danger; and I pray
that You would keep me this day also from sin and every evil, that all my
doings and life may please You. For into Your hands I commend myself,
my body and soul, and all things. Let Your holy angel be with me, that the
evil foe may have no power over me. Amen.
P
C

Alleluia! Christ is risen!
He is risen indeed! Alleluia!

Benedicamus
Let us bless the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Benediction
Then go joyfully to your work.

Stewardship Sentence
John 20:1 – “Now on the first day of the week …” All is made new by the
Resurrection of Jesus! Even the day of worship has transitioned from the Old
Testament’s Saturday Sabbath to the Lord’s Day of the New Testament. For the

Lord has made all things new. He has begun a new week for a new creation in rising
from the dead as the New Adam. We are also made new in Him – a new heart, a new
life, new desires, and a new outlook toward God. All this comes from our Risen
Lord’s grace. Especially after the sort of year we’ve had since last Easter. It’s sure
good news to hear that the Lord makes all things start afresh.

Lectionary Summary for Next Week - April 11, 2021
Acts 4:32–35; 1 John 1:1–2:2; John 20:19–31
The Risen Christ Breathes His Peace in the Holy Absolution
The crucified and risen Lord Jesus appeared to His apostles on the first Easter
Sunday. He “came and stood among them,” and with His Word and the wounds in
“his hands and his side,” He granted them His peace (John 20:19–20). He sent
them as ministers of the Gospel in His name to bestow the life-giving Holy Spirit for
us and for His whole Church through the forgiveness of sins (John 20:21–23).
Through this apostolic ministry, He calls us to believe that He “is the Christ, the Son
of God,” so that by such faith we “may have life in his name” (John 20:31). The
apostles “have seen and heard” this divine life manifested in the flesh of Christ, and
those who succeed them in this apostolic ministry now proclaim that same
Absolution to us, so that we “too may have fellowship” with the risen Christ, with
the apostles and “with one another” (1 John 1:1–7). The one, holy, catholic and
apostolic Church lives by “their testimony to the resurrection of the Lord Jesus,”
and all who believe this Word are “of one heart and soul,” because in Him they
truly have “everything in common” (Acts 4:32–33).

Acknowledgments
Unless otherwise indicated, Scripture quotations are from the ESV® Bible (The
Holy Bible, English Standard Version®), copyright © 2001 by Crossway,
a publishing ministry of Good News Publishers. Used by permission. All
rights reserved.
Created by Lutheran Service Builder © 2021 Concordia Publishing House.

