Service of Daily Prayer

Fourth Sunday after Pentecost

As We Gather
Without the truly good news of the Gospel we cannot see the hard truth that we
and all people are poor sinners who deserve nothing but punishment from
almighty God. It takes the Gospel to open our eyes wide to the severity of God’s
Law, which our Savior took on Himself in our stead. In Jeremiah’s day, and our
own, false prophets proclaim an easy peace that requires little change in our
daily living. Now, as when Paul was writing, some people in the Church think
the freedom Christ won for us can mean a disregard for God’s Law. And when
Jesus was calling disciples, He had to warn them (and us) that some of their own
family members would actively oppose their following the Lord. But the Gospel
announces what is real and good: God has kept all His promises in our Savior
Jesus Christ. His death shows the enormity of the punishment we deserve, and
His resurrection assures us of eternal life. Because our Lord gave His life for us,
with eyes wide open we can lose ourselves in service to Him and with the
psalmist “sing of the steadfast love of the Lord, forever” (Psalm 89:1).

The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism.

Invocation
In the name of the Father and of the *}+ Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

Versicles
In the morning, O Lord, You hear my voice;
in the morning I prepare a sacrifice for You and watch.
My mouth is filled with Your praise,
and with Your glory all the day.
O Lord, open my lips,
and my mouth will declare Your praise.
Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit;
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen.

Reading Jeremiah 28:5-9
SThen the prophet Jeremiah spoke to Hananiah the prophet in the presence
of the priests and all the people who were standing in the house of the LORD,
%and the prophet Jeremiah said, “Amen! May the LORD do so; may the LORD
make the words that you have prophesied come true, and bring back to this
place from Babylon the vessels of the house of the LORD, and all the exiles.
"Yet hear now this word that I speak in your hearing and in the hearing of all



the people. ¥The prophets who preceded you and me from ancient times
prophesied war, famine, and pestilence against many countries and great
kingdoms. °As for the prophet who prophesies peace, when the word of that
prophet comes to pass, then it will be known that the LORD has truly sent the
prophet.”

Jeremiah condemns Hananiah for preaching peace while God has exiled most of the people to Babylon.

Reading Romans 7:1-13

'Or do you not know, brothers—for I am speaking to those who know the
law—that the law is binding on a person only as long as he lives? *Thus a
married woman is bound by law to her husband while he lives, but if her
husband dies she is released from the law of marriage. *Accordingly, she will
be called an adulteress if she lives with another man while her husband is
alive. But if her husband dies, she is free from that law, and if she marries
another man she is not an adulteress.

*Likewise, my brothers, you also have died to the law through the body of
Christ, so that you may belong to another, to him who has been raised from the
dead, in order that we may bear fruit for God. *For while we were living in the
flesh, our sinful passions, aroused by the law, were at work in our members to
bear fruit for death. °But now we are released from the law, having died to that
which held us captive, so that we serve not under the old written code but in
the new life of the Spirit.

"What then shall we say? That the law is sin? By no means! Yet if it had not
been for the law, I would not have known sin. I would not have known what it
is to covet if the law had not said, “You shall not covet.” *But sin, seizing an
opportunity through the commandment, produced in me all kinds of
covetousness. Apart from the law, sin lies dead. °I was once alive apart from
the law, but when the commandment came, sin came alive and I died. '°The
very commandment that promised life proved to be death to me. 'For sin,
seizing an opportunity through the commandment, deceived me and through it
killed me. '?So the law is holy, and the commandment is holy and righteous
and good.

3Did that which is good, then, bring death to me? By no means! It was sin,
producing death in me through what is good, in order that sin might be shown
to be sin, and through the commandment might become sinful beyond

measure.
The purpose of the Law is to show the gravity of our sin.

Reading Matthew 10:34—42
34[Jesus said:] “Do not think that I have come to bring peace to the earth. I
have not come to bring peace, but a sword. **For I have come to set a man
against his father, and a daughter against her mother, and a daughter-in-law



against her mother-in-law. 3**And a person’s enemies will be those of his own
household. *’Whoever loves father or mother more than me is not worthy of
me, and whoever loves son or daughter more than me is not worthy of me.

38 And whoever does not take his cross and follow me is not worthy of me.
Whoever finds his life will lose it, and whoever loses his life for my sake
will find it.

“Whoever receives you receives me, and whoever receives me receives
him who sent me. *'The one who receives a prophet because he is a prophet
will receive a prophet’s reward, and the one who receives a righteous person
because he is a righteous person will receive a righteous person’s reward.
*2And whoever gives one of these little ones even a cup of cold water because

he is a disciple, truly, I say to you, he will by no means lose his reward.”
Jesus warns that following Him must take precedence over every relationship.

Apostles’ Creed

I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth.
And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by
the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius
Pilate, was crucified, died and was buried. He descended into hell.
The third day He rose again from the dead. He ascended into heaven
and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. From thence
He will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the
communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the
body, and the life -+ everlasting. Amen.

Koine Worship Song - Jesus, Savior, Pilot Me

Sermon Rev. Don Coulter

Lord’s Prayer

P} Lord, remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to pray:

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom
come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; give us this day
our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those
who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver
us from evil.

For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and
ever. Amen.



Prayer
Almighty God, by the working of Your Holy Spirit, grant that we may gladly
hear Your Word proclaimed among us and follow its directing; through Jesus
Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy
Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.

In the morning
Almighty God, merciful Father, who created and completed all things, on this
day when the work of our calling begins anew, we implore You to create its
beginning, direct its continuance, and bless its end, that our doings may be
preserved from sin, our life sanctified, and our work this day be well pleasing
to You; through Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen.

Luther’s Morning Prayer
I thank You, my heavenly Father, through Jesus Christ, Your dear Son,
that You have kept me this night from all harm and danger; and I pray
that You would keep me this day also from sin and every evil, that all my
doings and life may please You. For into Your hands I commend myself,
my body and soul, and all things. Let Your holy angel be with me, that the
evil foe may have no power over me. Amen.

Benedicamus
Let us bless the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Then go joyfully to your work.

Announcements

Stewardship Sentence

Matt. 10:42 — “And whoever gives one of these little ones even a cup of cold water
because he is a disciple, truly, I say to you, he will by no means lose his reward.” The
tithes and offerings you give to the Lord’s work in His church go to supporting all manner
of discipleship. They provide for a minister of the Gospel to preach, teach, and conduct the
Sacraments; they provide for our missionaries and ministries of mercy here and abroad;
and they make sure that the folks in your area have a place to go to worship the Lord. The
Lord is pleased with this work, and He wants to bless you through supporting it. joy brings
joy in our hearts as well.

Lectionary Summary for Next Week - July 5, 2020

Zechariah 9:9-12; Romans 7:14-25a; Matthew 11:25-30

Jesus Christ, Our Savior, Is Our True Peace and Sabbath Rest

Though we have died with Christ in Holy Baptism, and we are raised to new life in Him,
we find “another law waging war” in our body and life, that is, between our old Adam and
the new man (Rom. 7:23). By the Spirit of Christ, we “desire to do what is right,” but we
are not able to do so because “nothing good” dwells in our sinful flesh (Rom. 7:18).



“Thanks be to God,” therefore, “through Jesus Christ our Lord,” who delivers us from
“this body of death” (Rom. 7:24-25). We rejoice in Him, our gentle King, who comes
“righteous and having salvation” (Zech. 9:9). He speaks peace to our embattled hearts, and
by His blood of the New Testament He sets us “free from the waterless pit,” and He
returns us to the stronghold of our Baptism (Zech. 9:10-12). Though we “labor and are
heavy laden,” He calls us to Himself and gives rest to our souls through His free and full
forgiveness (Matt. 11:28), not because we are “wise and understanding,” but by the
“gracious will” of God the Father, whom “the Son chooses to reveal” in love (Matt.
11:25-27).
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