Service of Daily Prayer

Eighteenth Sunday after Pentecost
Athens Lutheran Church - Athens, TN - October 4, 2020

As We Gather
The vineyard is frequently used in Scripture to denote a special place in God’s
creation. To have a vineyard and enjoy its fruit is a blessing. When the prophet
Isaiah speaks of the goodness of the Lord, he says that God’s favored people
“shall build houses and inhabit them; they shall plant vineyards and eat their
fruit” (Isaiah 65:21). Vineyards were planted with a fruitful harvest in mind.
We are the Lord’s planting, and we eagerly await our harvest home.

The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism.

Invocation

In the name of the Father and of the I+ Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

Versicles
In the morning, O Lord, You hear my voice;
in the morning I prepare a sacrifice for You and watch.
My mouth is filled with Your praise,
and with Your glory all the day.
O Lord, open my lips,
and my mouth will declare Your praise.
Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit;
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen.

Reading Isaiah 5:1-7
"Let me sing for my beloved
my love song concerning his vineyard:
My beloved had a vineyard
on a very fertile hill.
’He dug it and cleared it of stones,
and planted it with choice vines;
he built a watchtower in the midst of it,
and hewed out a wine vat in it;
and he looked for it to yield grapes,
but it yielded wild grapes.
3And now, O inhabitants of Jerusalem
and men of Judah,



judge between me and my vineyard.
*What more was there to do for my vineyard,
that I have not done in it?
When I looked for it to yield grapes,
why did it yield wild grapes?
>And now I will tell you
what I will do to my vineyard.
I will remove its hedge,
and it shall be devoured;
I will break down its wall,
and it shall be trampled down.
1 will make it a waste;
it shall not be pruned or hoed,
and briers and thorns shall grow up;
[ will also command the clouds
that they rain no rain upon it.
"For the vineyard of the LORD of hosts
1S the house of Israel,
and the men of Judah
are his pleasant planting;
and he looked for justice,
but behold, bloodshed;
for righteousness,

but behold, an outcry!
The vineyard of the Lord is judged.

Reading Philippians 3:4b—14

If anyone else thinks he has reason for confidence in the flesh, I have more:
Scircumcised on the eighth day, of the people of Israel, of the tribe of
Benjamin, a Hebrew of Hebrews; as to the law, a Pharisee; ®as to zeal, a
persecutor of the church; as to righteousness, under the law blameless. "But
whatever gain I had, I counted as loss for the sake of Christ. ®Indeed, I count
everything as loss because of the surpassing worth of knowing Christ Jesus my
Lord. For his sake I have suffered the loss of all things and count them as
rubbish, in order that I may gain Christ and be found in him, not having a
righteousness of my own that comes from the law, but that which comes
through faith in Christ, the righteousness from God that depends on faith—
%that I may know him and the power of his resurrection, and may share his
sufferings, becoming like him in his death, ''that by any means possible I may
attain the resurrection from the dead.

12Not that I have already obtained this or am already perfect, but I press on
to make it my own, because Christ Jesus has made me his own. *Brothers, I



do not consider that I have made it my own. But one thing I do: forgetting
what lies behind and straining forward to what lies ahead, '*I press on toward
the goal for the prize of the upward call of God in Christ Jesus.

Paul witnesses to the congregation at Philippi.

Reading Matthew 21:33-46
3[Jesus said:] “Hear another parable. There was a master of a house who
planted a vineyard and put a fence around it and dug a winepress in it and built

a tower and leased it to tenants, and went into another country. **When the
season for fruit drew near, he sent his servants to the tenants to get his fruit.
33And the tenants took his servants and beat one, killed another, and stoned
another. *®Again he sent other servants, more than the first. And they did the
same to them. *’Finally he sent his son to them, saying, ‘They will respect my
son.” **But when the tenants saw the son, they said to themselves, ‘This is the
heir. Come, let us kill him and have his inheritance.” ¥And they took him and
threw him out of the vineyard and killed him. **“When therefore the owner of
the vineyard comes, what will he do to those tenants?” ' They said to him, “He
will put those wretches to a miserable death and let out the vineyard to other
tenants who will give him the fruits in their seasons.”

#Jesus said to them, “Have you never read in the Scriptures:

““The stone that the builders rejected
has become the cornerstone;

this was the Lord’s doing,
and it 1s marvelous in our eyes’?

BTherefore I tell you, the kingdom of God will be taken away from you and
given to a people producing its fruits. “*And the one who falls on this stone
will be broken to pieces; and when it falls on anyone, it will crush him.”
*When the chief priests and the Pharisees heard his parables, they perceived
that he was speaking about them. “°And although they were seeking to arrest

him, they feared the crowds, because they held him to be a prophet.
The parable of the tenants in the vineyard

Final Reading Response LSB 238
In many and various ways, God spoke to His people of old by the
prophets.

But now in these last days, He has spoken to us by His Son.

Apostles’ Creed
I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth.

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by
the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius



Pilate, was crucified, died and was buried. He descended into hell.
The third day He rose again from the dead. He ascended into heaven
and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. From thence
He will come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the
communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the
body, and the life -+ everlasting. Amen.

Koine Worship Song - My Song Is Love Unknown

Sermon

Rev. Don Coulter

Time of Prayer

Lord’s Prayer

(P)

Lord, remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to pray:

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom
come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; give us this day
our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those
who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver
us from evil.

For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and
ever. Amen.

Prayer of the Day
Gracious God, You gave Your Son into the hands of sinful men who killed
Him. Forgive us when we reject Your unfailing love, and grant us the fullness
of Your salvation; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and
reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.

In the morning
Almighty God, merciful Father, who created and completed all things, on this
day when the work of our calling begins anew, we implore You to create its
beginning, direct its continuance, and bless its end, that our doings may be
preserved from sin, our life sanctified, and our work this day be well pleasing
to You; through Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen.

Luther’s Morning Prayer
I thank You, my heavenly Father, through Jesus Christ, Your dear Son,
that You have kept me this night from all harm and danger; and I pray
that You would keep me this day also from sin and every evil, that all my



doings and life may please You. For into Your hands I commend myself,
my body and soul, and all things. Let Your holy angel be with me, that the
evil foe may have no power over me. Amen.

Benedicamus
Let us bless the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Benediction

Then go joyfully to your work.

Stewardship Sentence

Matt. 21:43 — “Therefore I tell you, the kingdom of God will be taken away from
you and given to a people producing its fruits.”” The Pharisees were not bearing fruit.
They were faithful to the letter of the Law in keeping the Sabbath, tithing, and all the
rest, but they neglected the heart of God’s will. The grace of God belongs at the
center. Our giving and all our other good works flow forth from receiving God’s
grace and living in that grace on a daily basis.

Lectionary Summary for Next Week - October 11, 2020
Isaiah 25:6-9; Philippians 4:4—13; Matthew 22:1-14
Clothed in the Righteousness of Christ, We Partake of His Wedding Feast
By His cross and resurrection, the Lord has swallowed up death forever, and by His
Gospel He “will wipe away tears from all faces, and the reproach of his people he
will take away from all the earth” (Is. 25:8). Therefore, “let us be glad and rejoice
in his salvation” (Is. 25:9). On the mountain of the Lord of hosts — in His Church
on earth, as in the kingdom of heaven — He has made “for all peoples a feast of rich
food, a feast of well-aged wine” (Is. 25:6). It is the royal “wedding feast” of the Son
of God, “and everything is ready” (Matt. 22:1, 4). Thus, His servants are sent into
the highways and byways to invite and gather as many as they find, “both good and
bad,” to fill the wedding hall with guests (Matt. 22:8-10). In Holy Baptism, He
clothes them all in the “wedding garment” of His own perfect righteousness (Matt.
22:11). Therefore, “do not be anxious about anything, but in everything by prayer
and supplication with thanksgiving let your requests be made known to God,” and
“rejoice in the Lord always” (Phil. 4:4-6).
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