Service of Daily Prayer
Fifteenth Sunday after Pentecost
Athens Lutheran Church - Athens, TN - September 13, 2020
As We Gather
Forgiveness is filled with questions. How often must I forgive? Is there a limit to
the grace of forgiveness? What is the connection between God’s forgiveness to me
and my forgiveness to others? The answer to these questions lies in Christ. As our
heavenly Father has forgiven us, so do we forgive one another in His name. This
forgiveness is clearly and beautifully shown in the example of Joseph, who was
sold into slavery by his brothers and then forgave them because of God’s mercy.
The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism.

Invocation
In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

Versicles
In the morning, O Lord, You hear my voice;
in the morning I prepare a sacrifice for You and watch.
My mouth is filled with Your praise,
and with Your glory all the day.
O Lord, open my lips,
and my mouth will declare Your praise.
Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit;
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen.

Reading

Genesis 50:15–21
At the death of their father, Jacob, Joseph reassured his brothers
that he forgave them and recognized the hand of God at work in their lives.

Reading

Romans 14:1–12
If we live, we live to the Lord, and if we die, we die to the Lord.

Reading

Matthew 18:21–35
How often must I forgive my brother? How often has God forgiven you?

Final Reading Response
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In many and various ways, God spoke to His people of old by the
prophets.
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But now in these last days, He has spoken to us by His Son.

The First Article

Creation

I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth.
What does this mean?
I believe that God has made me and all creatures; that He has given me my
body and soul, eyes, ears, and all my members, my reason and all my senses,
and still takes care of them.
He also gives me clothing and shoes, food and drink, house and home, wife
and children, land, animals, and all I have. He richly and daily provides me
with all that I need to support this body and life.
He defends me against all danger and guards and protects me from all evil. All
this He does only out of fatherly, divine goodness and mercy, without any
merit or worthiness in me. For all this it is my duty to thank and praise, serve
and obey Him.
This is most certainly true.

Koine Worship Song - Lord, to You I Make Confession
Sermon

Rev. Don Coulter

Time of Prayer
Lord’s Prayer
P
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Lord, remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to pray:
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom
come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; give us this day
our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those
who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver
us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and
ever. Amen.

Prayer of the Day
O God, our refuge and strength, the author of all godliness, hear the devout
prayers of Your Church, especially in times of persecution, and grant that what
we ask in faith we may obtain; through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and
reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.

In the morning
Almighty God, merciful Father, who created and completed all things, on this
day when the work of our calling begins anew, we implore You to create its
beginning, direct its continuance, and bless its end, that our doings may be
preserved from sin, our life sanctified, and our work this day be well pleasing
to You; through Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen.

Luther’s Morning Prayer
I thank You, my heavenly Father, through Jesus Christ, Your dear Son,
that You have kept me this night from all harm and danger; and I pray
that You would keep me this day also from sin and every evil, that all my
doings and life may please You. For into Your hands I commend myself,
my body and soul, and all things. Let Your holy angel be with me, that the
evil foe may have no power over me. Amen.

Benedicamus
Let us bless the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Benediction
Then go joyfully to your work.

Stewardship Sentence
Romans 14:7 – “For none of us lives to himself, and none of us dies to himself.”
We just don’t belong to ourselves. We belong first of all to God, and, through Him,
we belong to our neighbors. We are here to serve God in our service to one another.
God has called you to this service through your vocation. As a Christian, you serve
others in the church; as a neighbor, you serve others in society; and as a son or
daughter, husband or wife, father or mother, you serve your family.

Lectionary Summary for Next Week - September 20, 2020
Isaiah 55:6–9; Philippians 1:12–14, 19–30; Matthew 20:1–16
Disciples Live in Their Vocations by Grace through Faith in Christ
Those who are sent as “laborers for his vineyard” (Matt. 20:1) depict the wide
diversity of vocations to which the disciples of Christ Jesus are called. Whatever our
particular stations in life may be, we are called to live and serve by faith in His
promises. Our labors do not merit anything before Him, for He is already generous
to one and all without partiality. In mercy, He has chosen to bear “the burden of the
day and the scorching heat” on our behalf, to make us equal to Himself and to give
us what belongs to Him, that is, the kingdom of heaven (Matt. 20:12–15). This way
of the Lord is foolishness to the world and foreign to our thoughts, but He draws

near, so that “he may be found” (Is. 55:6), “have compassion” and “abundantly
pardon” (Is. 55:7). So it is that we are found in Christ Jesus, and He is honored in
our bodies, “whether by life or by death” (Phil. 1:20), by “fruitful labor” (Phil.
1:22) or by suffering. It is by faith in His forgiveness that our works are “worthy of
the gospel” (Phil. 1:27).
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