
Service of Daily Prayer 
Twelfth Sunday after Pentecost 

Athens Lutheran Church - Athens, TN - August 23, 2020 
As We Gather 

Acknowledging Jesus as the Christ is central to our confession of faith as 
individual Christians and vital in our worship as the gathered people of God. 
In our use of that divine title, we echo the words of the angel who spoke to the 
shepherds in the field outside of Bethlehem with the Gospel message, “For 
unto you is born this day in the city of David a Savior, who is Christ the Lord” 
(Luke 2:11). We are blessed in knowing that Jesus, the Christ, is not only God 
in person in human form but that He is God for us. St. Patrick poetically spoke 
his confession with the words “Christ with me, Christ before me, Christ behind 
me, Christ in me.” As we confess Jesus as the Christ this day, we are joining 
with saints and angels as well as with the sisters and brothers that surround us 
gathered for worship! 
 

The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism. 
 

Invocation 
In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
Amen. 
 

Versicles 
In the morning, O Lord, You hear my voice; 
in the morning I prepare a sacrifice for You and watch. 
My mouth is filled with Your praise, 
and with Your glory all the day. 
O Lord, open my lips, 
and my mouth will declare Your praise. 
Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit; 
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen. 
 

Reading Isaiah 51:1–6 
 The salvation of the Lord will be forever. 

 
Reading Romans 11:33—12:8 
 We are one Body in Christ. 

 
Reading Matthew 16:13–20 
 Jesus is confessed as the Christ, the Son of the living God, by Peter. 

 



Final Reading Response LSB 238 
L In many and various ways, God spoke to His people of old by the 

prophets. 
C But now in these last days, He has spoken to us by His Son. 
 

Nicene Creed 
C I believe in one God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and 

earth and of all things visible and invisible. 
And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of God, 
begotten of His Father before all worlds, God of God, Light of Light, 
very God of very God, begotten, not made, being of one substance 
with the Father, by whom all things were made; who for us men and 
for our salvation came down from heaven and was incarnate by the 
Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary and was made man; and was crucified 
also for us under Pontius Pilate. He suffered and was buried. And the 
third day He rose again according to the Scriptures and ascended 
into heaven and sits at the right hand of the Father. And He will 
come again with glory to judge both the living and the dead, whose 
kingdom will have no end.  
And I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and giver of life, who 
proceeds from the Father and the Son, who with the Father and the 
Son together is worshiped and glorified, who spoke by the prophets. 
And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church, I 
acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, and I look for the 
resurrection of the dead and the life T of the world to come. Amen. 

 

Koine Worship Song - Oh, That the Lord Would Guide My Ways 
 

Sermon Rev. Don Coulter 
 

Time of Prayer 
 

Lord’s Prayer 
P Lord, remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to pray: 
C Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom 

come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; give us this day 
our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those 
who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver 
us from evil. 
For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and 
ever. Amen. 

 



Prayer of the Day 
Almighty God, whom to know is everlasting life, grant us to know Your Son, 
Jesus, to be the way, the truth, and the life that we may boldly confess Him to 
be the Christ and steadfastly walk in the way that leads to life eternal; through 
the same Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy 
Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 
 

In the morning 
Almighty God, merciful Father, who created and completed all things, on this 
day when the work of our calling begins anew, we implore You to create its 
beginning, direct its continuance, and bless its end, that our doings may be 
preserved from sin, our life sanctified, and our work this day be well pleasing 
to You; through Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen. 
 

Luther’s Morning Prayer 
I thank You, my heavenly Father, through Jesus Christ, Your dear Son, 
that You have kept me this night from all harm and danger; and I pray 
that You would keep me this day also from sin and every evil, that all my 
doings and life may please You. For into Your hands I commend myself, 
my body and soul, and all things. Let Your holy angel be with me, that the 
evil foe may have no power over me. Amen. 
 

Benedicamus and Benediction 
Let us bless the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
P The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 
The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace. 

C Amen. 
 

Then go joyfully to your work. 
 

Stewardship Sentence 
Matt. 16:27 – “For the Son of Man is going to come with his angels in the glory of 
his Father, and then he will repay each person according to what he has done.” St 
Paul talks about rewards on the Last Day in 1 Corinthians 3, and Jesus says more 
about this “repaying” in Matt. 19:27-30. Bottom line: Your good works can’t buy 
you heaven, but in Christ your good works do matter. They are pleasing to your 
Heavenly Father, and they will be rewarded. In other words, our sacrifices for the 
Lord’s Kingdom are not in vain, and they are not unnoticed by your Father. This 
should encourage you in your faithfulness. 
 



Lectionary Summary for Next Week - August 30, 2020 
Jeremiah 15:15–21; Romans 12:9–21; Matthew 16:21–28 
The Glory of God Is the Passion and Cross of Christ Jesus 
After St. Peter confessed that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of the living God, our Lord 
“began to show his disciples that he must go to Jerusalem and suffer many things 
from the elders and chief priests and scribes, and be killed, and on the third day be 
raised” (Matt. 16:21). Upon hearing this “theology of the cross,” Simon Peter 
stumbled into a satanic “theology of glory.” But the glory of God is revealed in the 
Passion and cross of His incarnate Son. The faithful prophets, such as Jeremiah, 
suffered persecution and rejection in anticipation of Jesus’ cross. Yet the Lord did 
not abandon them; He remembered them, and He was with them to deliver them 
(Jer. 15:15–20). By His cross, Jesus has redeemed the world, and in His 
resurrection, He has vindicated all who trust in Him. Thus, the Christian life is a 
discipleship of self-sacrificing love. Since Christ Jesus has reconciled us to God, we 
“live peaceably with all” (Rom. 12:18). By the certainty of His cross and 
resurrection, we “rejoice in hope,” and we are “patient in tribulation” and “constant 
in prayer” (Rom. 12:12). 
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