Service of Daily Prayer
Tenth Sunday after Pentecost
Athens Lutheran Church - Athens, TN - August 9, 2020
As We Gather
The Gospel stories of Jesus often have a familiarity to us that may diminish what
the sacred writer wants us to understand. Simply put, there has never been any
individual on this earth like Jesus. He has divine power that can heal the sick, revive
the dead, and multiply bread and fish to feed multitudes. And He can even walk on
water. Nobody else has ever done that. Only Jesus. As we worship and hear the
Gospel account shared today, let us rediscover in Jesus our one and only Savior.
The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism.

Invocation
In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

Versicles
In the morning, O Lord, You hear my voice;
in the morning I prepare a sacrifice for You and watch.
My mouth is filled with Your praise,
and with Your glory all the day.
O Lord, open my lips,
and my mouth will declare Your praise.
Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit;
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen.

Reading

Job 38:4–18
God tells Job of His lordship over all creation.

Reading

Romans 10:5–17
Faith comes from hearing the Gospel.

Reading

Matthew 14:22–33
Jesus walks on the water on the Sea of Galilee.

Final Reading Response
L
C

In many and various ways, God spoke to His people of old by the
prophets.
But now in these last days, He has spoken to us by His Son.
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The Second Article

Redemption

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy
Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified,
died and was buried. He descended into hell. The third day He rose again from
the dead. He ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of God the Father
Almighty. From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead.
What does this mean?
I believe that Jesus Christ, true God, begotten of the Father from eternity,
and also true man, born of the virgin Mary, is my Lord,
who has redeemed me, a lost and condemned person, purchased and won
me from all sins, from death, and from the power of the devil; not with
gold or silver, but with His holy, precious blood and with His innocent
suffering and death,
that I may be His own and live under Him in His kingdom and serve Him
in everlasting righteousness, innocence, and blessedness,
just as He is risen from the dead, lives and reigns to all eternity.
This is most certainly true.

Koine Worship Song - All Glory, Laud and Honor
Sermon

Rev. Don Coulter

Time of Prayer
Lord’s Prayer
P
C

Lord, remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to pray:
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom
come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; give us this day
our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those
who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver
us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and
ever. Amen.

Prayer of the Day
Almighty and most merciful God, preserve us from all harm and danger that
we, being ready in both body and soul, may cheerfully accomplish what You
want done; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns
with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.

In the morning
Almighty God, merciful Father, who created and completed all things, on this
day when the work of our calling begins anew, we implore You to create its
beginning, direct its continuance, and bless its end, that our doings may be
preserved from sin, our life sanctified, and our work this day be well pleasing
to You; through Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen.

Luther’s Morning Prayer
I thank You, my heavenly Father, through Jesus Christ, Your dear Son,
that You have kept me this night from all harm and danger; and I pray
that You would keep me this day also from sin and every evil, that all my
doings and life may please You. For into Your hands I commend myself,
my body and soul, and all things. Let Your holy angel be with me, that the
evil foe may have no power over me. Amen.

Benedicamus and Benediction
P
C
P

C

Let us bless the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace.
Amen.

Then go joyfully to your work.

Stewardship Sentence
Matt. 14:30 – “But when he saw the wind, he was afraid, and beginning to sink he
cried out, ‘Lord, save me.’ ” The world really is a scary place – natural disasters,
disease, terrorism, and a hundred other things. But where do we place our hope, our
trust, and our vision? Where do we look for aid and comfort? When Peter’s eyes
were on the Lord, he had confidence. When he turned to look at his problems and
took his eyes off the Lord, he fell apart. Sometimes God’s call to support the work of
His Church with our offerings makes us nervous. But put your eyes back on your
Lord, trust Him, follow His Word, and all will be well.

Lectionary Summary for Next Week - August 16, 2020
Isaiah 56:1, 6–8; Romans 11:1–2a, 13–15, 28–32; Matthew 15:21–28
The Church Lives Under the Cross of Christ and Prays in the Hope of His Mercy
By her persistent prayer that Jesus would have mercy and help her (Matt. 15:22,
24), and even in the face of His initial silence and apparent rejection (Matt. 15:23–
26), the Canaanite woman boldly confessed her faith in Him (Matt. 15:27–28). Her
beautiful example encourages us to cling to the words and promises of the Gospel,

even in the face of the Law that accuses and condemns us. “For the gifts and the
calling of God are irrevocable” (Rom. 11:29), and His Law “has consigned all to
disobedience” for the very purpose “that he may have mercy on all” (Rom. 11:32).
Hence, the woman’s faith and hope were not disappointed, but her prayers were
answered in the mercy of Christ. Not only does He grant us the crumbs from His
table, but He also feeds us with “the children’s bread” in the house of His Father
(Matt. 15:26–27). He has brought us to His “holy mountain,” and He makes us
joyful in His house, where He hears our prayers and accepts our sacrifice of praise
upon the altar of His cross (Is. 56:7).
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