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As We Gather 
In today’s Gospel from Mark 1, we are reminded of Jesus’ divine authority in 
His teaching to the people and also in His power over evil spirits. This power 
and authority was foretold by prophets such as Moses, pointing to the One 
who would fulfill all things as the long-awaited perfect prophet and Savior. In 
that power and authority, Christ has won our victory through His death and 
rising, and we are blessed with freedom in that faith to be used to His glory in 
service to others. 
 

The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism. 
 

Invocation 
In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
Amen. 
 

Versicles 
In the morning, O Lord, You hear my voice; 
in the morning I prepare a sacrifice for You and watch. 
My mouth is filled with Your praise, 
and with Your glory all the day. 
O Lord, open my lips, 
and my mouth will declare Your praise. 
Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit; 
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen. 
 

Reading Deuteronomy 18:15–20 
 15“The LORD your God will raise up for you a prophet like me from among 
you, from your brothers—it is to him you shall listen— 16just as you desired of 
the LORD your God at Horeb on the day of the assembly, when you said, ‘Let 
me not hear again the voice of the LORD my God or see this great fire any 
more, lest I die.’ 17And the LORD said to me, ‘They are right in what they have 
spoken. 18I will raise up for them a prophet like you from among their 
brothers. And I will put my words in his mouth, and he shall speak to them all 
that I command him. 19And whoever will not listen to my words that he shall 
speak in my name, I myself will require it of him. 20But the prophet who 



presumes to speak a word in my name that I have not commanded him to 
speak, or who speaks in the name of other gods, that same prophet shall die.’” 

 A new prophet like Moses 
 

Reading 1 Corinthians 8 
 1Concerning food offered to idols: we know that “all of us possess 
knowledge.” This “knowledge” puffs up, but love builds up. 2If anyone 
imagines that he knows something, he does not yet know as he ought to know. 
3But if anyone loves God, he is known by God. 
 4Therefore, as to the eating of food offered to idols, we know that “an idol 
has no real existence,” and that “there is no God but one.” 5For although there 
may be so-called gods in heaven or on earth—as indeed there are many “gods” 
and many “lords”— 6yet for us there is one God, the Father, from whom are all 
things and for whom we exist, and one Lord, Jesus Christ, through whom are 
all things and through whom we exist. 
 7However, not all possess this knowledge. But some, through former 
association with idols, eat food as really offered to an idol, and their 
conscience, being weak, is defiled. 8Food will not commend us to God. We are 
no worse off if we do not eat, and no better off if we do. 9But take care that 
this right of yours does not somehow become a stumbling block to the weak. 
10For if anyone sees you who have knowledge eating in an idol’s temple, will 
he not be encouraged, if his conscience is weak, to eat food offered to idols? 
11And so by your knowledge this weak person is destroyed, the brother for 
whom Christ died. 12Thus, sinning against your brothers and wounding their 
conscience when it is weak, you sin against Christ. 13Therefore, if food makes 
my brother stumble, I will never eat meat, lest I make my brother stumble. 

 In our freedom, not causing others to stumble 
 

Reading Mark 1:21–28 
 21They went into Capernaum, and immediately on the Sabbath [Jesus] 
entered the synagogue and was teaching. 22And they were astonished at his 
teaching, for he taught them as one who had authority, and not as the scribes. 
23And immediately there was in their synagogue a man with an unclean spirit. 
And he cried out, 24“What have you to do with us, Jesus of Nazareth? Have 
you come to destroy us? I know who you are—the Holy One of God.” 25But 
Jesus rebuked him, saying, “Be silent, and come out of him!” 26And the 
unclean spirit, convulsing him and crying out with a loud voice, came out of 
him. 27And they were all amazed, so that they questioned among themselves, 
saying, “What is this? A new teaching with authority! He commands even the 
unclean spirits, and they obey him.” 28And at once his fame spread everywhere 
throughout all the surrounding region of Galilee. 

 Jesus teaches with authority and shows His power over unclean spirits. 



Final Reading Response LSB 238 
P In many and various ways, God spoke to His people of old by the 

prophets. 
C But now in these last days, He has spoken to us by His Son. 
 

Nicene Creed 
C I believe in one God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and 

earth and of all things visible and invisible. 
And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of God, 
begotten of His Father before all worlds, God of God, Light of Light, 
very God of very God, begotten, not made, being of one substance 
with the Father, by whom all things were made; who for us men and 
for our salvation came down from heaven and was incarnate by the 
Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary and was made man; and was crucified 
also for us under Pontius Pilate. He suffered and was buried. And the 
third day He rose again according to the Scriptures and ascended 
into heaven and sits at the right hand of the Father. And He will 
come again with glory to judge both the living and the dead, whose 
kingdom will have no end.  
And I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and giver of life, who 
proceeds from the Father and the Son, who with the Father and the 
Son together is worshiped and glorified, who spoke by the prophets. 
And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church, I 
acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, and I look for the 
resurrection of the dead and the life T of the world to come. Amen. 

 
Koine Worship Song - Lord of Glory, You Have Brought Us 

 
Sermon Rev. Don Coulter 

 
Lord’s Prayer 

P Taught by our Lord and trusting His promises, we are bold to pray: 
C Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom 

come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; give us this day 
our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those 
who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver 
us from evil. 
For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and 
ever. Amen. 

 



Prayer of the Day 
Almighty God, You know we live in the midst of so many dangers that in our 
frailty we cannot stand upright. Grant strength and protection to support us in 
all dangers and carry us through all temptations; through Jesus Christ, Your 
Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, 
now and forever. Amen. 
 

In the morning 
Almighty God, merciful Father, who created and completed all things, on this 
day when the work of our calling begins anew, we implore You to create its 
beginning, direct its continuance, and bless its end, that our doings may be 
preserved from sin, our life sanctified, and our work this day be well pleasing 
to You; through Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen. 
 

Luther’s Morning Prayer 
I thank You, my heavenly Father, through Jesus Christ, Your dear Son, 
that You have kept me this night from all harm and danger; and I pray 
that You would keep me this day also from sin and every evil, that all my 
doings and life may please You. For into Your hands I commend myself, 
my body and soul, and all things. Let Your holy angel be with me, that the 
evil foe may have no power over me. Amen. 
 

Benedicamus 
Let us bless the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
 

Then go joyfully to your work. 
 

Stewardship Sentence 
Mark 1:22 – “And they were astonished at his teaching, for he taught them as one 
who had authority, and not as the scribes.” Authority is a word we are sometimes 
afraid of and don’t like to hear. But that’s just our sinful flesh talking. Jesus’ 
authority is something we need. We need him to show us what to believe and how to 
live, for Jesus’ authority is always connected to his love. 

 
Lectionary Summary for Next Week - February 7, 2021 
Isaiah 40:21–31; 1 Corinthians 9:16–27; Mark 1:29–39 
The Son of God, Christ Jesus, Makes Us a New Creation 
The Lord alone “is the everlasting God, the Creator of the ends of the earth” (Is. 
40:28). He “sits above the circle of the earth” and “stretches out the heavens like a 
curtain” (Is. 40:22). Yet, His almighty power is demonstrated chiefly by His mercy 
and compassion. “He gives power to the faint, and to him who has no might he 



increases strength” (Is. 40:29). The only begotten Son of the Father, the very Word 
by whom all things were made, becomes flesh and takes all the poverty and 
weakness of our sin and death upon Himself, bearing it in His body to the cross. As 
He dies for us there, He also raises us up, a new creation, in His resurrection from 
the dead. Thus, by the preaching of this Word, He heals “many who were sick with 
various diseases,” and He casts out “many demons” (Mark 1:34, 39). And His 
preaching continues through those whom He has sent, who are “entrusted with a 
stewardship” to “preach the gospel” (1 Cor. 9:16–17). Thus, we are set free by the 
Word of Christ, and we exercise our freedom in loving service to others. 
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