The Resurrection of Our Lord
As We Gather
The spring of souls. The queen of seasons. The royal feast of feasts. With
those colorful phrases the ancient writer John of Damascus, who lived in the
eighth century, described Easter Day in a classic hymn text. The Feast of the
Resurrection and its importance is difficult to put into words. Everything has
been done: Christ has come and has established His kingdom in the world for
the sake of the resurrection and the life to come. His saving work is
accomplished—and we are the beneficiaries! The action word “go” is central
for us this day, as we go in to meet our Lord in worship and go out to share the
message of the empty tomb and of the risen Christ, our Lord!

Welcome

Confession and Absolution
Opening Hymn:

Text and tune: Public domain

Jesus Christ Is Risen Today
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The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism.

Invocation and Exhortation
P
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In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.
Our help is in the name of the Lord,
who made heaven and earth.
If You, O Lord, kept a record of sins, O Lord, who could stand?
But with You there is forgiveness; therefore You are feared.
Since we are gathered to hear God’s Word, call upon Him in prayer and
praise, and receive the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ in the
fellowship of this altar, let us first consider our unworthiness and confess
before God and one another that we have sinned in thought, word, and
deed, and that we cannot free ourselves from our sinful condition.
Together as His people let us take refuge in the infinite mercy of God, our
heavenly Father, seeking His grace for the sake of Christ, and saying:
God, be merciful to me, a sinner.

Confession of Sins
C

LSB 203

Almighty God, have mercy upon us, forgive us our sins, and lead us
to everlasting life. Amen.

Prayer for Forgiveness
P

C

Almighty God, merciful Father, in Holy Baptism You declared us to be
Your children and gathered us into Your one, holy Church, in which You
daily and richly forgive us our sins and grant us new life through Your
Spirit. Be in our midst, enliven our faith, and graciously receive our
prayer and praise; through Your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord.
Amen.

Service of the Word
Introit

Exodus 15:2a, 6, 13, 17–18; antiphon: v. 1b

I will sing to the LORD, for he has triumphed gloriously;
the horse and his rider he has thrown into the sea.
The LORD is my strength and my song,
and he has become my salvation.
Your right hand, O LORD, glorious in power,
your right hand, O LORD, shatters the enemy.
You have led in your steadfast love the people whom you have redeemed;
you have guided them by your strength to your holy abode.
You will bring them in and plant them on your own mountain,
the place, O LORD, which you have made for your abode,

the sanctuary, O Lord, which your hands have established.
The LORD will reign forever and ever.
Glory be to the Father and to the Son
and to the Holy Spirit;
as it was in the beginning,
is now, and will be forever. Amen.
I will sing to the LORD, for he has triumphed gloriously;
the horse and his rider he has thrown into the sea.

Kyrie
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Gloria in Excelsis
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Salutation and Collect of the Day
P

C

Let us pray.
Almighty God the Father, through Your only-begotten Son, Jesus Christ,
You have overcome death and opened the gate of everlasting life to us.
Grant that we, who celebrate with joy the day of our Lord’s resurrection,
may be raised from the death of sin by Your life-giving Spirit; through
Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy
Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.

Old Testament Reading

Jeremiah 31:1–6

“At that time, declares the LORD, I will be the God of all the clans of Israel,
and they shall be my people.”
Thus says the LORD:
“The people who survived the sword
found grace in the wilderness;
when Israel sought for rest,
the LORD appeared to him from far away.
I have loved you with an everlasting love;
therefore I have continued my faithfulness to you.
Again I will build you, and you shall be built,
O virgin Israel!
Again you shall adorn yourself with tambourines
and shall go forth in the dance of the merrymakers.
Again you shall plant vineyards
on the mountains of Samaria;
the planters shall plant
and shall enjoy the fruit.
For there shall be a day when watchmen will call
in the hill country of Ephraim:
‘Arise, and let us go up to Zion,
to the LORD our God.’”
A This is the Word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.
The Lord has an everlasting love for His people.

Gradual

adapt. from Matthew 28:7; Hebrews 2:7; Psalm 8:6

Christ has risen from the dead. [God the Father] has crowned him with glory
and honor. He has given him dominion over the works of his hands; he has put
all things under his feet.

Epistle

Colossians 3:1–4

If then you have been raised with Christ, seek the things that are above,
where Christ is, seated at the right hand of God. Set your minds on things that
are above, not on things that are on earth. For you have died, and your life is
hidden with Christ in God. When Christ who is your life appears, then you
also will appear with him in glory.
A This is the Word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.
Our lives are hidden with Christ in God.

Alleluia and Verse

Holy Gospel
P
C
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Matthew 28:1–10

The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the twenty-eighth chapter.
Glory to You, O Lord.
Now after the Sabbath, toward the dawn of the first day of the week, Mary
Magdalene and the other Mary went to see the tomb. And behold, there was a
great earthquake, for an angel of the Lord descended from heaven and came
and rolled back the stone and sat on it. His appearance was like lightning, and
his clothing white as snow. And for fear of him the guards trembled and
became like dead men. But the angel said to the women, “Do not be afraid, for
I know that you seek Jesus who was crucified. He is not here, for he has risen,
as he said. Come, see the place where he lay. Then go quickly and tell his
disciples that he has risen from the dead, and behold, he is going before you to
Galilee; there you will see him. See, I have told you.” So they departed
quickly from the tomb with fear and great joy, and ran to tell his disciples.

And behold, Jesus met them and said, “Greetings!” And they came up and
took hold of his feet and worshiped him. Then Jesus said to them, “Do not be
afraid; go and tell my brothers to go to Galilee, and there they will see me.”
P This is the Gospel of the Lord.
C Praise to You, O Christ.
Jesus Christ is risen from the dead.

Apostles’ Creed
C

I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth.
And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by
the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius
Pilate, was crucified, died and was buried. He descended into hell.
The third day He rose again from the dead. He ascended into heaven
and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. From thence
He will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the
communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the
body, and the life T everlasting. Amen.

Sermon Hymn:

Christ Has Arisen, Alleluia
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Text: © 1977 Howard S. Olson. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110004924
Tune: Public domain

Sermon

Rev. Don Coulter

Prayer of the Church
Lord’s Prayer
P
C

Lord, remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to pray:
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom
come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; give us this day
our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those
who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver
us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and
ever. Amen.

Benedicamus and Benediction
A
C
P

Let us bless the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you.
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C

The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace.
Amen.

Closing Hymn:

I Know That My Redeemer Lives

5

He lives to silence all my fears;
He lives to wipe away my tears;
He lives to calm my troubled heart;
He lives all blessings to impart.

6

He lives, my kind, wise, heav’nly friend;
He lives and loves me to the end;
He lives, and while He lives, I’ll sing;
He lives, my Prophet, Priest, and King.

7

He lives and grants me daily breath;
He lives, and I shall conquer death;
He lives my mansion to prepare;
He lives to bring me safely there.

8

He lives, all glory to His name!
He lives, my Jesus, still the same;
Oh, the sweet joy this sentence gives:
I know that my Redeemer lives!

Tune and text: Public domain
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Announcements
Stewardship Sentence
John 20:16 – “Jesus said to her, ‘Mary.’” Jesus is not only risen from the dead and
the Victor over sin, He even calls us by name. He still calls us His friends and
brothers, and He means to bring us through death to join Him in His resurrection.
Christ is risen; He is risen indeed!

Lectionary Summary for Next Week - April 19, 2020
Acts 5:29–42; 1 Peter 1:3–9; John 20:19–31
Christ Jesus Breathes His Spirit and His Life into Us by the Ministry of the Gospel
The crucified and risen Lord Jesus establishes the ministry of the Gospel in order to
bestow His life-giving Holy Spirit and His peace upon the Church. To those who are
called and ordained to this office, and to those they serve in His name, He grants the
Holy Absolution of all sins. By the fruits of His cross, He replaces fear and doubt
with peace and joy, and thus gives “repentance to Israel and forgiveness of sins”
(Acts 5:31). Through the preaching of His sent ones, He calls us to believe that He
“is the Christ, the Son of God,” so that by such faith we “may have life in his name”
(John 20:31). In His resurrection, we have the “living hope” to which we have been
“born again” and by which we are guarded “for a salvation ready to be revealed in
the last time” (1 Peter 1:3, 5). Until then, “though you have not seen him, you love
him,” and by the mercies of God “you believe in him and rejoice with joy that is
inexpressible and filled with glory” (1 Peter 1:8).
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