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The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism.

Invocation
In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

Versicles
Let my prayer rise before You as incense,
the lifting up of my hands as the evening sacrifice.
Joyous light of glory:
of the immortal Father;
heavenly, holy, blessed Jesus Christ.
We have come to the setting of the sun,
and we look to the evening light.
We sing to God, the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit:
You are worthy of being praised with pure voices forever.
O Son of God, O Giver of life: the universe proclaims Your glory.

Reading

Isaiah 7:10–14

Reading

1 John 4:7–16

Reading

Matthew 1:18–25

Final Reading Response
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In many and various ways, God spoke to His people of old by the
prophets.
But now in these last days, He has spoken to us by His Son.

The Second Article

Redemption
And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy
Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified,
died and was buried. He descended into hell. The third day He rose again from
the dead. He ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of God the Father
Almighty. From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead.

What does this mean?
I believe that Jesus Christ, true God, begotten of the Father from eternity, and
also true man, born of the virgin Mary, is my Lord,
who has redeemed me, a lost and condemned person, purchased and won me
from all sins, from death, and from the power of the devil; not with gold or
silver, but with His holy, precious blood and with His innocent suffering and
death,
that I may be His own and live under Him in His kingdom and serve Him in
everlasting righteousness, innocence, and blessedness,
just as He is risen from the dead, lives and reigns to all eternity.
This is most certainly true.

Koine Worship Song - Angels from the Realms of Glory
Sermon

Rev. Don Coulter

Time of Prayer
Lord’s Prayer
P
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Lord, remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to pray:
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom
come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; give us this day
our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those
who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver
us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and
ever. Amen.

Proper
O God, You make us glad with the yearly remembrance of the birth of Your
only-begotten Son, Jesus Christ. Grant that as we joyfully receive Him as our
Redeemer, we may with sure confidence behold Him when He comes to be
our Judge; through the same Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with
You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Prayer
Merciful Father, whose guiding hand has brought us to the completion of this
day, we humbly pray You to stay with us and shelter us in quiet hours of the
night that we, who are wearied by the changes and chances of this passing
world, may rest in Your changeless peace; through Jesus Christ, our Lord.

Evening Prayer
I thank You, my heavenly Father, through Jesus Christ, Your dear Son, that
You have graciously kept me this day; and I pray that You would forgive me
all my sins where I have done wrong, and graciously keep me this night. For
into Your hands I commend myself, my body and soul, and all things. Let
Your holy angel be with me, that the evil foe may have no power over me.
Amen.
Concluding prayer:

Collect
Lord Jesus, stay with us, for the evening is at hand and the day is past. Be our
constant companion on the way, kindle our hearts, and awaken hope among
us, that we may recognize You as You are revealed in the Scriptures and in the
breaking of the bread. Grant this for Your name’s sake.
Amen.

Benedicamus
Let us bless the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Stewardship Sentence
Luke 2:12 – “And this will be a sign for you: you will find a baby wrapped in
swaddling cloths and lying in a manger.” Truly, as St. Paul said, He who was rich
for our sakes became poor. The King, who must be laid in a manger, had no crib for
His bed! There in the manger is the very picture of self-giving generosity.

Lectionary Summary for Next Week - December 25, 2020
Isaiah 52:7–10; Hebrews 1:1–6 (7–12); John 1:1–14 (15–18)
The Living and Life-Giving Word of God Dwells Among Us in the Flesh
The Lord sends out His ministers of the Gospel to make disciples “of all the
nations,” so that “all the ends of the earth shall see the salvation of our God.” For
the Lord has “bared his holy arm” in the incarnate Christ (Is. 52:7, 10). The child in
the manger, born of the Virgin Mary, is the very Word of God, the only begotten
Son of the Father, “whom he appointed the heir of all things, through whom also he
created the world” (Heb. 1:2). As “all things were made through him” (John 1:3),

so are all things redeemed and made new in Him. In His body of flesh and blood, we
behold “the radiance of the glory of God” (Heb. 1:3), “glory as of the only Son
from the Father, full of grace and truth” (John 1:14). He dwells among us in peace,
that we might have life and light and salvation in Him. For by His Word of the
Gospel, we are born again as the children of God, bearing His name and sharing His
eternal life.
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